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PREFACE. 


HE texts here published, most of them for the first time, were 

all copied directly from the original tablets in the British 
Museum. The copying, collation, arrangement and autography of 
the texts has occupied the leisure of some three years. The well 
known costliness of publication in the case of similar undertakings 
would have indefinitely postponed the appearance of this work, had 
not the generosity of the Dukes of Devonshire and Portland re- 
jieved me of the heavy financial responsibility. ‘To them I publicly 
ender here my grateful acknowledgement. What gain to knowledge 
this work shall confer, is their gift to the world. 

The interest which my old master in Assyrian Studies, Professor 
S. A. Strong, took in what I was doing not only encouraged me to 
continue but opened for me the door to publicity. May what I have 
done bring him something of the only reward a master has at the 
hands of a pupil. To Dr E. A. W. Budge, Keeper of the Department 
of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities in the British Museum, are 
offered my sincerest thanks for every facility that a student could 
desire. To Mr L. W. King I am indebted for many friendly hints 
and much valued advice. The kindness received from all these 
gentlemen is a pleasure to recall and apart from the interest of the 
work would have been sufficient inducement to persevere. 

The interest of the work to me was intense. Merely to handle 
what Sargon or Sennacherib had written, or read or held in his hand 
repays the labour needful to learn Cuneiform. The purpose with 
which this enterprise started was to obtain light, if possible, on some 
of the obscure historical questions of the Old Testament. That 
obscurity is due directly, in some cases, to the contributions of 
Assyriology to history. It has been suggested that some historical 
inscriptions may shew bias, the deeds of sale are surely free from 
such suspicion. Moreover they are absolutely contemporary with 
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the events they record. Long ago Geo. Smith in “The Assyrian 
Canon” shewed the value of this class of documents for chronology, 
and his work suggested the idea that were a complete series of dated 
documents available, a proof or disproof might be found of the 
‘theory of gaps in the Eponym Canon. No one however could tell 
how complete the series preserved in the British Museum might be 
until the tablets had been examined one by one. Further, rich 
material for the study of the popular side of Assyrian Religion was 
likely to be furnished by the enormous number of proper names 
these texts contain. There was even a vague hope of settling the 
value of some ancient Hebrew traditions (e.g. the use of Adram- 
melech both as the name of a god and of Sennacherib’s murderer). 
On all sides were ever exciting possibilities of discovery, 

The texts included in this volume have chiefly to do with nego- 
tiations for the transfer of property, being for the most part deeds of 
sale, loans or advances of money or goods, leases of property, etc. 
In the ‘‘Catalogue of the Cuneiform Tablets in the Kouyunjik 
Collection of the British Museum” they are generally entered as 
‘private contracts,” ‘legal decisions” or “proclamations.” It is 
however very difficult to construct a title that shall suit them all. 
Indeed they are not all essentially of the same nature. The loans or 
advances seem to have been made by a landlord or his steward to 
tenants or servants to meet current expenses. ‘The sales effected 
seem nearly always to have been to some high placed official as buyer 
(very often on behalf of the King, the Crown-prince, or the Queen- 
Mother). In this and other respects these texts differ widely from 
the trade documents published by Strassmaier. ‘These are scarcely 
‘private’ documents in that the purchases were for the Court. Still 
less is the term ‘contract’ generally appropriate. ‘The document, it 
is true, constituted a binding agreement but it was certainly not a 
“legal decision.” The latter term must surely be confined to 
documents embodying the ruling of some judicial functionary upon 
a case submitted to him. The term ‘proclamation’ again would 
equally well describe a very different class of document from those 
to which it is applied. ‘They are decrees of a sovereign conferring 
certain privileges upon and assigning certain property to some 
official, presumably as a reward for distinguished services. 

A fuller discussion of the nomenclature of this class of documents 
is reserved for the second volume. ‘The lack of definite terms must 
however be painfully felt by any one using the Catalogue. It would 
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be impossible to make from it a list which should contain all the 
texts of one sort without at the same time including others of a 
completely different kind. ‘Private contract,” “legal decision” and 
“proclamation” seem used interchangeably. As a consequence 
when all the tablets entered under the head of “private contracts ” 
had been copied, it was clearly unreasonable to exclude the rest of 
the “legal decisions and proclamations.’ Further, when all the 
tablets entered under the three heads were arranged and classified ; 
it soon became clear that many of them had been improperly in- 
cluded. With these it then seemed desirable to class other tablets of 
like character, entered under various other headings. Even some so- 
called ‘“‘historical inscriptions” proved on examination to be fragments 
of others called “ proclamations.” 

This statement of facts is not meant to reflect any discredit on 
the respected compiler of the Catalogue, who could not be expected 
to revise the nomenclature already in use nor to fix arbitrarily and 
without discussion the limits of each term. Some such explanation 
is however needed to account for the necessarily incomplete nature 
of this collection of texts. Supposing it to contain the texts of all 
the tablets entered in the Catalogue under certain headings, there is 
yet little security that no similar tablets have been omitted, since 
they may have been disguised by apparently unrelated titles. Still 
this collection is as correct and complete as my understanding of the 
Catalogue has allowed me to make it. 

The ‘‘ private contract,” so called, of Assyria has long been known 
to Assyriologists. Thirty-six were published in the Third Volume 
of the Cuneiform Inscriptions of Western Asia in 1870. J. Oppert 
and J. Menant gave eight more in transcription and translation in 
their Documents juridiques de  Assyrie et de la Chaldée (Paris 1877). 
Mr T. G. Pinches furnished the texts of twelve more for the Corpus 
Lnscriptionum Semiticarum (Pars 11. Tom. 1. fase. 1. Paris 1889). 
Dr F. E. Peiser in vol. 1v. of Schrader’s Kedlinschriftliche Bibliothek 
(Berlin 1896) gave a transcription and translation of thirty more. 
Dr C. Bezold, Dr J. A. Craig, Dr R. Briinnow, Dr Br. Meissner, 
and Dr H. Winckler have each contributed the text of one or two 
more. I shall give full references to these publications in my com- 
ments on the individual texts. In all nearly a hundred of this class 
of document are already more or less accurately known. They have 
often been translated and quoted or referred to ; but their many obscu- 
rities can only be cleared up by systematic examination and comparison. 
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The issue of the Catalogue first made such systematic study 
possible. It has made known within narrow limits the extent of the 
existing material. ‘To render the texts of these documents more 

widely available for students is the purpose of this work. The 
" present volume contains the Cuneiform texts. The second volume, 
already far advanced towards completion, will contain a general 
introduction, detailed commentary, full index of proper names, a 
glossary, and lists or tables of prices, occupations, classes of goods, 
etc. To that volume reference must be made for all information I 
can give as to the literature of the subject and the meaning of the 
texts. By thus separating the auxiliary material from the texts, the 
perpetual inconvenience of reference from one page to another will 
be reduced to a minimum. 

The same purpose is served though to a less extent by placing 
similar texts side by side. Instead of seeking parallel passages 
throughout the book, the reader will find them brought together as 
closely as possible. Obviously had all the tablets of each class been 
indicated in the Catalogue it would have been easy to copy each 
tablet and send off the copy at once to the lithographer. Even to 
copy all first and then arrange them chronologically would have been 
comparatively easy especially as the dates are given so fully in the 
Catalogue. A chronological arrangement however loses much of its 
interest when no development has to be watched. Besides it would 
only have included a little more than half the tablets. To collect 
together‘all the transactions in which the same individual figured as 
principal would have had the interest attaching to personality but 
must have left a very large number of texts without any order. The 
interests of the student of the transactions themselves and of the 
phraseology in which the Assyrians expressed them demanded rather 
the toilsome. process of sorting the texts into classes. In view of the 
ambiguity of the terms hitherto used and the difficulty both of 
reading the tablet and understanding the text it is too much to hope 
that the arrangement made will not need future revision. My chief 
desire is that it may be a step towards knowledge. 

The ruling idea of the classification then has been to place first 
in each class those texts which exhibit most clearly the traits taken 
to be the class-characteristics. ‘These need not be the most perfect 
considered either as tablets or texts. For all further details of the 
classes and their characteristics see vol. 11. 

Some overlapping at least was unavoidable; but I hope it will 
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10t prove a serious blemish. As an example of the necessarily 
ncomplete nature alike of the contents and their classification I may 
nstance the case of no. 714. The printing of the autography had 
eached the end of the class of ‘“ proclamations” when No. 4 of the 
Altorientalistische Literatur-Zeitung came into my hands. ‘There on 
yage 70, Dr H. Winckler briefly stated that the “historical inscrip- 
ion” K. 4467 of the Catalogue was really a Belehnungsurkunde. On 
opying it, the fragment was clearly seen to be part of no. 660 
Bu. 91, 5, 9, 193) a text already printed. The text of the two joined 
ragments is therefore given (out of its place) as no. 714. 

In the same periodical Dr Winckler refers to K. 6223 and 
K. 6332, which he has further published in transcription in his 
Altorientalische Forschungen no. Vil. pp. 4 and 5. He assigns these 
ablets to the time of Esarhaddon; but as they join others (viz. 
K. 6065 and K. 4289 my nos. 649 and 650) they are really of the 
ime of Ashuredilili. 

It is very probable many other such examples will occur when 
the real nature of the tablets in the Kouyunjik collection has been 
revealed by study. The present work may help to fix and define 
ideas of that nature so far as regards the tablets included. 

In the register of tablets (p. xvii) will be found indications by 
whom each tablet has been previously published, but no notice is 
taken of mere references to their contents as for example Geo. Smith’s 
quotations of their dates. 

In many cases my readings will be found to differ from those 
already published. It may be assumed that the difference is in- 
entional. I was not ignorant of the previous reading but gave it up 
because it seemed untenable. There is small pleasure in pointing 
out mistakes in other people’s work. Any one can find these errors 
for himself with as much trouble as it is worth. Possibly the 
previous copies were made hurriedly and never collated. The 
tablets themselves have undergone a systematic cleaning which in 
some cases has no doubt rendered perfectly legible what could only 
be matter of conjecture before. Further the comparison of a large 
number of similar texts gives one a great advantage over those who 
perhaps had seen only a single example. Lastly knowing by ex- 
perience how difficult these tables are to copy I can only regret, 
never feel surprise at, any mistakes that are made. 

Even great familiarity with the text has its dangers. One is apt, 
expecting some stock phrase or character in a certain connection, to 
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write it down even when the original scribe, with or without reason, 
wrote something else. This is especially likely in the case of 
homophonous characters. The Assyrian scribe seems sometimes to 
have taken a pride in shewing in how many different ways he could 
“spell the same word. Moreover there are not only frequent variants, 
but many inaccuracies in the cuneiform texts. The scribe often 
impressed one wedge won another in a way that defies counting. 
Erasures are frequent, but sometimes the correction is merely written 
upon the word to be corrected. Unless then one knows, within a 
little, what ought to have been there such a passage can give no 
certain reading. Some tablets have blanks left as if for seal im- 
pressions. Occasionally these blanks are so narrow that no seal 
could possibly have been used. Elsewhere blank spaces have been 
left for the names of witnesses. Some tablets seem to have been 
rough drafts to be copied out ‘ fairly’ afterwards. 

~ In the Cuneiform texts as lithographed few-of these peculiarities 
appear. The forms of the characters are not intended to be exact 
reproductions. Photography alone can do justice to the niceties of 
script. The object of the work is not to give exercises in the de- 
cipherment of tablets but to present a fairly legible text. On the 
other hand it seemed a duty to give any peculiarities of orthography 
noticed, though these may equally well be slips on the part of the 
scribe. 

When a character seemed ambiguous the reading given is to be 
taken as‘no more than an expression of opinion, and I indicate its 
doubtfulness by putting a row of dots over it thus....... I indicate a 
lacuna in the text in the same way by a row of dots in line with the 
text. Where no trace remains on the tablet to suggest a reading, 
but the usual phraseology leaves me no doubt as to what was origin- 
ally there, I have restored the text without scruple. Such restorations 
are separated from the copied text by square brackets ; the arms of 
the brackets embracing the restoration and turning from the text. 
These restorations frequently led to the identification of the proper 
fragment to join to the text. Everywhere I have avoided as much 
as possible ‘‘ scratching” or “shading,” preferring to leave out single 
wedges when they did not lead to a restoration. The text is thus 
left clear and clean for future restoration by conjecture or the 
identification of its ‘join’ or duplicate. 

A few ‘joins’ had already been made when the Catalogue was 
printed. I am not aware by whom these were first noted. A 
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systematic search however led to many more, and doubtless others 
will be recognised in time. A list of them so far is given on p. 552 
of this volume. The joined tablet is always quoted by the registra- 
tion mark of its first constituent taking the order of the entries in the 
Catalogue. Thus K. 304+K. 9804 is quoted as K. 304. In the 
register however a reference is given under both constituents to the 
number of the text. Thus both K. 304 and K. 9804 are given as 
no. 176. It will reassure the reader to know that fragments are not 
‘joined’ at the British Museum, unless the actual fitting together of 
the pieces leaves no doubt of their real connection. 

Sixty-eight of the ‘contract’ tablets are said in the Catalogue to 
be written in the Babylonian character, and it is plausibly suggested of 
some that they did not come from Kouyunjik. Some are in archaic 
writing. They are of very various dates and differ entirely from 
the Assyrian contracts in style and Zersonnel. As they seem to have 
no connection with the Assyrian contracts, they are not published in 
this volume. A list of their registration-marks is given on page xxiv. 

The number of separate entries in the Catalogue under the heads 
of contracts, legal decisions and proclamations is 724. Some of 
these however are double or case tablets. The texts of all these are 
published in this volume with the exception of the Babylonian tablets 
referred to in the last paragraph and of five tablets written in 
Aramaic (see page xxiv for list of their registration-marks). Making 
deductions for ‘‘joins” and adding a few texts from tablets entered 
under other heads we have in all 716 texts. Of these fully 600 are 
here published for the first time. 

By far the greater number of the dated tablets belong to the 7th 
century B.C. and very many fall in the period after the latest date given 

_by the existing copies of the Eponym Canon. Geo. Smith in Z%e 
Assyrian Eponym Canon gave conjectural dates for several of these 
Post-Canon Eponyms. These dates have not been accepted by 
Strassmaier in his A/phabetisches Verzeichniss, and Dr Bezold in his 
Catalogue sometimes accepts, sometimes queries, sometimes gives 
other dates altogether. I am not aware that any reasons have been 
given anywhere for these dates. On the other hand the participation 
of the same persons in a long series of transactions at varying Post- 
Canon dates ought to afford some grounds for a plausible order of 
these dates. My own attempt to fix this order will be submitted in 
the second volume. Meantime a register of dated documents fol- 
lowing the order of the Canon will appear on page 559 ff. The 
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letters affixed to the Post-Canon Eponyms are used simply for 
convenience of reference and are by no means indications of their 
order. Thus Ep. B does not necessarily follow Ep. A. 

One definite conclusion may be deduced. We have at least 
' 54 eponyms certainly occurring after B.c. 667. Excluding the four 
or five who may possibly be identified with others, this means that 
Nineveh remained standing till after p.c. 613. It seems out of 
question to suppose that documents could be found in the palace at 
Kouyunjik dated subsequent to the fall of Nineveh. Although this 
date has been fixed from other considerations at B.c. 607-6, we 
have here for the first time native and original records bearing on the 
question. 

This work was originally undertaken mainly for the sake of data 
to bear on the discussion of historical events and the fixing of dates. 
The interest of the general subject matter was so great however that 
I often copied the whole text and at last copied them all. There is 
no need to say they are difficult to copy and to understand ; testi- 
mony is unanimous on that point. It may be long before they are 
completely understood or some genius shall arise who shall see 
through all difficulties at a glance. Meantime much may be gathered 
even by one who has not the leisure nor perhaps the ability to become 
an Assyriologist. I only hope it will not be inferred from this preface 
that I know no more than I have said, nor that I have noticed 
nothing but what I have pointed out. 

The side lights cast on history are numerous and to Cuneiform 
scholars will need no such pointing out. I may however be pardoned for 
drawing the attention of the general reader to the fact that in B.c. 694, 
presumably after the death of Sennacherib’s eldest son Ashurnadin- 
shum, or at least after his deportation to Elam, the crown-prince in , 
Nineveh was called Ardi-Bélit or as has usually been read Arad-Belit. 
Doubtless some will see in this name the original cuneiform of Arad- 
Malik and thence of Adrammelech. Dr J. A. Knudtzon in his 
Assyrische Gebete an den Sonnengott, Leipsic, 1893, published some 
texts (p. 211 ff.) giving the name of Esarhaddon’s mother as 
Nika. In no. 645 the name is given as Nakia and as it seems 
the lady Zakiite claims the same rank. Unless these are two 
names for the same person they must be those of two consorts of 
Sennacherib. The lady Zakiite is probably the Queen Mother who 
played such an important 7é/e in Esarhaddon’s time and seems to 
have administered the government during his frequent absences 
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broad. She clearly survived Esarhaddon, for we find her along 
vith Ashurbanipal, Shamashshumukin, Shamashdirgatila and the 
iobles of Assyria issuing a proclamation to the people of the empire 
pparently announcing the accession of Ashurbanipal. 

There is an interesting instance of composition for manslaughter 
x bloodmoney in no. 321. A slave is assigned iim dami, ‘for 
lood,’ by the slayer, to the son of the slain man and has to be 
ianded over before the funeral of the deceased ; otherwise the son 
nay take vengeance on the slayer by killing him. This is as far as I 
now the first instance known in Assyrian documents of legal com- 
osition for homicide. Unfortunately the tablet is only a fragment. 
dowever one or two other points are clear. No other relative is 
amed as having the right of exacting the blood penalty. The 
enalty for subsequent repudiation of this settlement seems to have 
een ro maneh of silver to be paid to the treasury of Shamash. 
fhe date seems to be somewhere in the reign of Ashurbanipal. 


C. H. W. JOHNS. 


QUEENS’ COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 
May 6th, 1898. 
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The first column gives the Registration mark of the tablet as entered 
in the “Catalogue of the Cuneiform tablets in the Kouyunjik Collection 
of the British Museum,” edited by Dr C. Bezold. Of the abbreviations 
which follow— 

B denotes that the Cuneiform text of the tablet in question is 
published in the above Catalogue. 

C denotes that Dr C. Bezold has there called the tablet a ‘contract.’ 
If however the Catalogue appends a question mark, uses the words 
‘probably,’ ‘apparently,’ or otherwise expresses a doubt whether the text 
is a contract, I print C (?). 

H denotes that the tablet is entered in the Catalogue as a ‘historical 
Inscription.’ 

L denotes that the tablet is entered as a ‘legal decision.’ 

M denotes that the Cuneiform text of the tablet is published, partly 
published or referred to by Dr Br. Meissner in Beitrage zur Assyriologie, 
vol. II. pp. 565 ff. 

O denotes that the text is published in transcription in Oppert and 
Menant’s Documents Juridiques. 

P denotes that the text is published in transcription in Schrader’s 
Keilinschriftliche Bibliothek, vol. Iv. by Dr F. E. Peiser. 

R denotes-that the Cuneiform text is published in the Third Volume 
of the Cuneiform Inscriptions of Western Asia. 

S denotes that at least extracts from the text are given by Pater 
J. N. Strassmaier in his Alphabetisches Verzeichniss. 

V denotes that the text is at least partly published in the Corpus 
Inscriptionum Semiticarum, Pars Sec. Tom. I. fasc. I. by M. de Vogiié. 

W denotes that the text has been published or referred to by 
Dr H. Winckler. 

Br denotes that the text is published by Dr R. Briinnow in Zeitschrift 
fiir Assyriologie, vol. 111. 1888, pp. 238 and 414. 

Cr denotes that the text is published in Assyrian and Babylonian 
Religious Texts by Dr J. A. Craig. 

Proc denotes that the text is called a ‘proclamation’ in the Cata- 
logue. 

Fuller references and notices of these publications will be given ir. 
the comments on the separate texts in the Second Volume. 

The figures which follow refer to the number under which the text 
will be found not to the page of this book. 
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